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As a new parent, there are moments that really make 
you laugh and cry (because you are laughing so hard!)  
Over the holidays, my son Grant had the opportunity to 
visit Santa a few times to tell him what he wanted for 
Christmas!  

My wife Danielle and I visited Santa through Carey Ann’s  
Clowns as Maggie Molnar is Mrs. Claus in Early Decem-
ber.  We also visited Santa Claus, at the Wyandotte Jay-
cee’s Santa House which was held on Sycamore Street in 
Downtown Wyandotte through the Holidays.  To the 
right you will see the images of those visits and the two 
different emotional outcomes they produced.  As you 
can see, Grant enjoyed both visits very much (LOL)! 

I would like to thank the Jaycees for their involvement 
with the Santa House, especially the hard work of Rich 
Cieslowski and Julie Abshire.  I would also like to thank 
Carey Ann’s Clowns for their hospitality as well! 

A Tale of Two Santas! By Brandon Wescott 

Well, the holiday season has come and 
gone, leaving in its wake lots of memo-
ries, many experiences, and the reali-
zation that the winter season will con-
tinue at least thru March 20th, 2011. 

Here are some ideas to consider during this 
time period as we await sunnier days and 
warmer temps:  There will be two Wyan-
dotte Business Association Third Friday 
events (Feb 18th, and March 18th, 2011), 
please see wyandottebiz.org.  The Down-
river Council for the Arts, located in the Arts 
Center at 81 Chestnut, has many programs 
and events that take place Downtown—
please see downriverarts.org.  Lastly, if you 
are a sports fan like myself, check out the 
high school hockey games taking place at 
the Yack Arena, and all the other RHS spring 
sports: http://www.wyandotte.org/
calendars/springsports.html.  
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This interview is the first in a new series called the Business Spotlight.  Every time 
this newsletter is published, we will give the readers of The Downtowner a 
glimpse into the businesses that comprise our downtown.  This month I sat down 
with Mrs. Alicia Ryan Loos of Purple Frog Photography.  Mrs. Loos is a downriver 
resident and prior to the professional photography business she currently owns, 
she spent eleven years in the advertising business.  She is married with two chil-
dren and counts on the positive word of mouth and referral exchanges in the 
growth of her business.  So, I asked a few questions and here are the answers! 

How long have you been in business?  Since June 2010. 

Why Purple Frog – what is the name all about?  Well, I love children and when my baby was small he had 
a WubbaNub so he could find the pacifier in the crib.  The WubbaNub he had was a purple frog, 
and so it began! 

How do you like the space here (the old Owl’s Korner) as it is very unique to Wyandotte?  I love the 
space, there is a lot of foot traffic downtown, and I have a small studio upstairs.  I do a lot of loca-
tion shoots also. 

Does the winter impact your business?  November and December were excellent.  It seems like it will 
slow down a little, but that will be an opportunity to catch up on some other things that need to 
be done. 

I know you have been very involved in the events here in Wyandotte – have they been fun to partici-
pate in?  Absolutely – we had the Sparty Nation parked out front during the College Football tail-
gate, and please know I am very competitive! 

Please share your best professional experience.  The best experiences I have is when a new dad cries 
when he sees pictures of his new born child, and when mothers cry at the pictures of their chil-
dren’s senior high school pictures. 

Please share your worst professional experience.  Well, I took a picture of a bride and groom in which the 
heads were cut off in the picture (at the request of the bride and groom).  One of the grandmoth-
ers of the couple could not understand this new modern approach to photography and it was very 
difficult to explain the meaning of the photo! 

Business Spotlight By Brandon Wescott 

Photo by: Purple Frog Photography 

Contact Information: 
Brandon Wescott, Director 

734 324 4506  

bwescott@wyan.org 

Patricia H. Slack, Chairwoman 

734 246 9880 or riversedgegal-
lery@wyan.org   
                                         

Mayor Joseph R. Peterson 

734 324 4540 or mayor@wyan.org 



Recently Libertytown, Illinois could no longer give the citizens what they were used to. The art fairs, 
parades, Christmas traditions, special events and even shopping in their vintage mainstreet was com-
ing to a halt. They had run out of money and stores were struggling to stay open. They did change 
their story. They saved their mainstreet and their activities. What saved it? The same thing that saves 
any town; the people who live there. 

I read this story with interest because it reminded me of Wyandotte…a close knit community with 
lots of traditions and a community that was proud of their downtown. We forget how tenuous things 
are until they start to disappear. When I moved my business into town almost 30 years ago, there 
were many empty buildings and broken windows. We’ve come a long way. Even this last year with all 
the economic upheaval, the downtown has made great strides with the new Purple Heart Monument 
being completed, seven new businesses in town, a thriving historical community, beautiful new 
plantings and the real prospect of a marina on the drawing board . Our elected and appointed offi-
cials, along with the city staff and volunteers, have put in much effort. They have created innovative 
plans and financial strategies. We know all of this will mean nothing without community support. 

We must think local first when taking care of our shopping needs. We have to shop here, eat here, 
buy gifts here and support each others efforts. We must work together as a team. Whether we have 
a differing opinion on the way things should be done, we are all going for the same result: a vibrant 
downtown. Diversity is what brings new ideas and thoughts to the table. Get involved. It is pretty 
easy with all the volunteer clubs and organizations in Wyandotte and the City Council and DDA board 
meetings are open. There is even a place on the agenda of both for public comment. You’ll find 
something you can be passionate about. Hope to see you soon. 

A Message from our Chairwoman  
By Patt Slack 
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A Few Words from our Mayor  
By Mayor Joseph R. Peterson 

Welcome to 2011 in downtown Wyandotte!  I hope 
everyone had a wonderful holiday season, spending 
time celebrating with friends and family.   
 
Our downtown retail businesses and restaurants did an 

outstanding job this year putting out the welcome mat 
to visitors, offering unique merchandise, great sales, 
beautiful decorations and great food – all within a 
warm, hometown atmosphere.    
 
As we move forward in 2011, I encourage everyone to 
continue to support our businesses by shopping local.  
Happy New Year! 

Upcoming Events  

 

February 18th - WBA Third Friday (Cool Blues Ice 
Fest). 

February 18th - Coffee & Conversation with the 
Mayor 10 AM – 12 Noon in City Hall. 

February 26th - WWHA Hockey Tournament. 

March 5th - Regional High School Hockey. 

March 18th - WBA Third Friday . 

March 18th - Coffee & Conversation with the 
Mayor 10 AM - 12 Noon in City Hall. 

March 18th - 20th - WWHA Hockey Tournament. 

 



The Wyandotte Totem pole is proudly standing once again!  A re-dedication ceremony was 
held on December 6th, 2010 and below are a few pictures from that historic day: 

The Totem Pole now stands! By Brandon Wescott 
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Take Care of our Businesses! By Jeremy Sladovnik 

Being a business owner just doesn't mean taking care of your business; but taking care of 
other surrounding businesses and it can be as easy as 1 2 3.  Keep an eye on what is going 
on when you’re going to the bank, picking up supplies, or just walking to get a coffee. It is 
up to us to lend a hand in keeping our business and other businesses safe and aware. Pay 
attention to things that are out of the ordinary.  For example, if you see a car parked that's 
unusual, call the police or write down a license plate number and description.  The more 
that we are aware, the safer our business community will be.  Here are some safeguards 
and practices that can help businesses be more successful: 
 
1. Watch for stolen credit cards, ask for I.D. to help safeguard against credit card fraud. 
2. Check currency with a currency marker to make sure it’s not counterfeit. 
3. Make sure all alarms have fresh batteries and change pass codes from time to time. 
(Seasonal is a good reminder) 
4. Watch your employees for personality changes . 
5. Watch your company's stock and inventory. 
6. Change business habits so that it will be difficult for those who may be interested in vio-
lating the law. 
7. Keep a light on— it is great for advertizing and keeping criminals out. 
8. Double check door locks.  
 
These are some ideas that can help keep our business community safer! 
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You can advertise your business 
here - only $20 for three issues of 
this newsletter (released six times a 
year).  Contact Brandon Wescott at  

Advertise Here! 

   350 Eureka Road 
   (734) 284-8900 

          

www.cheesecakemagic.com 

 

 

734 324 4506 or bwes-
cott@wyan.org for more informa-
tion! See example below as there 
will room for eleven other ads: 

Proudly supported 
by Mayor Joseph R. 
Peterson  

 

 

Harbour Home Inspection             
Services 

Michael Flachsmann  

(734) 282 - 4604           Cell - (734) 341 - 3050  

Email - harbourhomeinspection@wyan.org 

125 Elm St. 

(734) 285- 0420 

 Dine in - Carry Out 

  Delivery in Wyandotte 

 

Scott Hossack President (248) 470-2631 
Scott@asepackingandmoving.com                           

Tri - Counties 
Southeast MI 


